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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Community | Involvement

the success
activities at the site, please
contact Jack Harmon, On-Scene

Coordinator, at 908-420-4437,
or Cecilia Echols, Community

- 'lnvolvement Coordinatorat 21 2-¢
' .'637-3678 or 1 800- 346- 5009 '

Agency forp Toxm“‘
: Substances ‘and Disease’
| Registry (ATSDR)

ﬁ; ;ﬁgh?esigtgr%\xve?fy (':‘J;Sl_g; ﬂ']s_ ' mercury-discovered near areck pile, adjacent to the asphalt walking path

Please call

related questions.
‘Arthur Block, ATSDR Senior |.
Regional
(212) 637-4307.

, Superfu nd ,
| For mformatron on the Superfund

process, leease vrsrt EPA's |’

Twebsite “at:
contains
various tools and -resources
available to community groups,
| as well as fact sheets about
other sites.

| Regional Public Liaison

EPA Region 2 has designated
George Zachos the Regional Public
Liaison for you to call, should you
have concerns or complaints about
the Superfund program. Please call
(888) 283-7626.

Representative, at

The purpose of thls update is to prov1de 1nformat10n to area residents, N

local officials and other interested parties on the status of the work

|~ conducted:at the Port Refinery site (site
Public participation is essentralto \ ry (site). .

, ,of EPA’s |
: Superfund program Ifyou have |
-1 any questrons regarding cleanup

The overall ObJeCtIVGS of this cleanup action are to reduce the potential -
- threat to the public health; to immediately mitigate the risk of mercury

contamination into the env1ronment and to remove and dlspose of the
mercury matenal

EPA plans to work closely wrth the local officials and area resrdents to '
provide ongoing, timely 1nformat10n about this cleanup

Here’s the Sltuatlon at Port Refinery

On Apnl 30 2004 at the request of the New York State Department of ,
Environmental Conservation, EPA conducted an emergency response at ;
the site in the Village of Rye Brook, New York, to remove visible

on .The Arbors condominium property. ‘Elemental mercury and soil
contaminated with mercury was loaded into drums and staged at the :
“Village Police Department shed pendmg future drsposal In May
through July 2004, EPA collected a number of surface soil samples from
The Arbors in the area of the path in order to delineate the extent of
- INETCury ¢ contamination. Upon thereco gnition that mercury was present
-inthe soil on. nerghbonng propertres beyond the area of the spill, EPA
expanded its .investigation to these nelghborrng properties. A

W ww ,;:_eomprehensrve investigation of a1r surface and subsurface soil, stréam”

| epa. govlsuperfund "The 'site |
‘information on the'|

-and pond sed;lment and groundwater began on September 15, 2004 and :
- was completed on December 17, 2004.

"On site observations and analysis of data from the comprehensive
investigation revealed that the areas of mercury contamination at the
site could pose a health threat through direct contact, incidental
ingestion, and/or inhalation of mercury.

The next steps'at Port Reﬁnery »

The cleanup began during the week of May 2, 2005 and is estimated to
be completed at a minimum of three to four months.



Here are some hlghhghts of thls cleanup

. Moblhzatlon and site preparation w1th set-up of a suppo" zone ineludrng estabhshment ofa temporary access
roadway and removal of trees; - ;

* Excavation, staging, transportat1on and drsposal of contammated so11 to the approprtate cleanup level of mercury

. Acqurstﬁorr and’ demolrtrcrn of a resrdentlal structure on Hlllandale Avenue and the temporary Telocation of its

occupants

* Removal of the source areas of groundwater contamination ’féfenner Well and septrc tank structures on Hlllandale '

Avenue along with their contents, followed by transportation and disposal of mercury; =

+ Removaland off-site disposal of sediments from three ponds, associated underground piping, and stream channel o

* Pump ‘and treat exposed’ groundwater during excavatrbnfremoval ef the well septrc tank and foundatlon
« Restoratioti‘of excavated areas and demobilization. \

,Mercury ,»

Mercury is a naturally occurnng ‘element that is present throughout the’ enVlronment Elemental mercury 1s
readily absorbed by the human body through the respiratory tract, skin and the eyes. . Mer

Uy poisoning: can be e

cumulative and can take years to recognize. Health problems caused by metcury depend on how muchhas '

entered your body, how it entered your body, how long you have been exposed fo it;-and how your body,

responds to the mercury. Prolonged exposure to elevated le’vels of mercury can have adverse 1mpacts on the
audthenewous,:system » : :

Asa result, all mercury spﬁls regardless of ‘qwannty, should be treated senously If you want more information on

the health affects assocrated w1th expoSure to mercury, eontact the Agency for Toxrc Substances and D1sease
Regxstry at212 637-4307 S R bt rr i

Background ”

In the early 1990'5 the Rye Brook Pollce Department recerved complamts about a resident on Hillandale Road

mlshandhng mercury EPA was asked to mvestrgate thrs residence and discovered extensive mercury contamination |

, 1llegally dumped. Toremove -
\ 'srderit’s garage and cabania and excavated soils from the property and

- ‘ina garagé and ¢ 'aﬂa andin: !
the contaminati EPA demohshed t

other surrounding aréas where mercury‘had been' depesrted EPA ultlmately removed nearly 6, 500 tons of sorl

sediment and debris contaminated with mercury from aeleven The' cleanup, whrch cost about $4 mxlhon ‘was
, completed in 1994

\wlaepe kthe miéteury had be




